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Executive Summary 
The QCI-CAT website https://qci-cat.at/ aims to be the first address on the Internet where the public 

can get information about the national EuroQCI project QCI-CAT. The website aims to maximize the 

visibility of the project within the research community but also the wider public. Hence it provides an 

overview of the project's goals and objectives, the partners involved, news, and project results. In 

addition, the website serves as a repository for various dissemination activities. The website is online 

since March 2023 and is updated on a regular basis during the project’s lifetime.   

https://qci-cat.at/
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1. Introduction 

1.1. Purpose and scope of the document  
The project website is one of the main communication channels of the project [1]. Hence, the website 

aims to give a high-level overview of the project objectives and use cases. Furthermore, it also serves 

as venue to present the project results from academic papers to software and hardware components 

that are developed within the project to a wider audience. 

The purpose of this document is to present a general overview of the project’s website which is 

available under the URLs https://qci-cat.at/, https://qci-cat.eu/, and https://qci.at/. It provides an 

overview of the different subpages available on the website as well as a description of the content that 

is intended to be published there in accordance with the communication and dissemination plan.  

1.2. Target Audience 
The target audience of the webpage is the general public.  

1.3. Relation to other project work 
This deliverable is closely related to D10.2 Dissemination, communication and exploitation plan which 

outlines the general strategy for the project’s dissemination and communication activities. The public 

webpage for the project is one of the main communication channels of the project that has been 

identified in D10.2.  

1.4. Structure of the document 
The document is structured as follows: Section 2 provides a general overview of the design of the 

webpage together with the technical implementation. It also discussed the content of each individual 

subpage that is available on the project website.   

https://qci-cat.at/
https://qci-cat.eu/
https://qci.at/
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2. Structure and subpages of the project website 
As a central communication channel of the project, the website is designed to be  visually appealing 

and to provide an overview of the main project goals and achievements to a broad range of visitors. 

The layout is thus vertically divided into a header (c.f. Figure 1) containing the project logo and the 

website menu at the top which is followed by the main content of the individual subpages and footer 

(c.f. Figure 2) containing the description of the project and important links at the bottom of the page. 

The header and the footer are on a dark blue background following the color scheme of the project 

logo and the main content is displayed on white background. With this choice of contrasting 

background colors, visitors are able to easily distinguish the content from the menu and the footer. 

 

Figure 1 - Website header with the project logo and the website menu 

The subpages are divided into the landing page, project news, project overview, results and a contact 

page. These subpages are discussed in more detailed in the following sections. 

The footer contains a short description of the project (“About QCI-CAT”). This section is accompanied 

with hyperlinks to the imprint hosted on AIT’s main web page,1 which also applies to the QCI-CAT 

website since it is hosted by AIT, as well as the privacy note on the processing of personal data, and 

the contact form. Furthermore, links to all social media accounts by the project are also provided there. 

Finally, acknowledgement for the funding from the DIGITAL-2021-QCI-01 Digital European Program 

and the national co-funding from Nationalstiftung Forschung, Technologie und Entwicklung is also 

included. 

 

Figure 2 - Website footer with an “About QCI-CAT” section, important links and the funding acknowledgement. 

 

 
1 https://www.ait.ac.at/en/imprint 

https://www.ait.ac.at/en/imprint
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2.1. Landing Page  
The landing page (homepage) of the webpage serves as the first entry point to visitors of the QCI-CAT 

website. Hence it is important to provide a short and easy to understand overview of project goals, 

together with some key facts on this page. The structure of the landing page is thus as follows: first, 

the main objectives of the project are discussed (c.f.  Figure 4). Afterwards, the landing page provides 

an overview of the use cases (c.f.  Figure 4) and some key facts on the deployment of the national 

EuroQCI network in Austria (c.f. Figure 5). Finally, the page lists the logos of all partners of QCI-CAT (c.f. 

Figure 5). The page thus provides the key facts to the visitors. Following the links placed on the landing 

page, the visitors are provided with more detailed information on the project. 

 

 

Figure 3 - Landing Page (1/3) with headline 
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Figure 4 - Landing Page (2/3) with a short description of the project and a representation of the use cases 

 

 

Figure 5 - Landing Page (3/3) with key facts and a selection of the partner logos. The partner logos are rotating to display all 
logos over some time frame. 

2.2. News  
The “News” page provides visitors with the latest project related news and also with upcoming events. 

The purpose this section is to give an overview of the project progress and to raise interest of project 

related events. The news entries are thus categorized as follows: 

• "Project News" is a continuous display of news related to the project to highlight the 

achievements of the project.  

• "Events" lists upcoming events that are planned as part of the project with all relevant 

information (location, participating partners, date, brief description, organizer, and a link if 

available). Furthermore, events within the scope of the project's topic are also listed under 

this section. 
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For both categories all entries get a dedicated page whereas the “Project News” and “Events” page list 

all entries with a picture, header, and short description. A sample of the overview of “Project News” is 

provided in Figure 6 and a sample news entry is depicted in Figure 7. 

  

 

Figure 6 - Listing of news entries on the "Project News" page. 

 

Figure 7 - Sample news entry with the headline and the introduction. 

For the “Events” category, the structure is similar. The overview page provides a listing of all events 

(c.f. Figure 8) whereas detailed information can be found on dedicated pages (c.f.  Figure 9). 
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Figure 8 - List of events on the "Events" page. 

 

Figure 9 - Sample "Events" entry for the World of Quantum 2023. 

2.3. Overview 
The “Overview” submenu is the entry point to information on the project objectives, partners and use 

cases. When first entering this section of the website, visitors will be directed to the “Objectives” 

pages. We discuss the three subpages in the following sections. 

2.3.1. Objectives 
 The goal of the “Objectives” subpage is to give the visitor a high-level overview of the four main 

objectives of the project. The description of the objectives is aimed to be understandable by a broad 

range of visitors without requiring in-depth knowledge about quantum-safe technologies. Visually, the 

objectives together with a description are presented in a „Z shape“ [2] as it is a layout pattern that 

follows the typical reading pattern of users and thus provides benefits in terms of readability. This 

layout consists of a constant vertical interchange of text and pictures or figures with each entry. Each 

objective is accompanied with a descriptive short text as well as a fitting picture.  
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Figure 10 - Header and two of the objectives as displayed on the "Objectives" page. 

 

2.3.2. Partners  
Apart from the logos of all partners on the landing page, the "Partners" displays the logos with a short 

description and links to the web presences of all partners. The page divides the partners based on the 

categories project coordinator, academic partners, industries and federal ministries (c.f. Figure 11).   
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Figure 11 - Subset of the partner descriptions and their categorization on the “Partners” page. 

 

2.3.3. Use Cases 
The “Use Cases” subpage depicts all use cases of QCI-CAT to give the visitor an overview of the different 

application areas that the project is addressing. For all use cases, a representative figure and a short 

one to two sentence description of the use cases (cf. Fehler! Verweisquelle konnte nicht gefunden w

erden.). A link is provided for the visitors to read up on more details of the individual use cases. 
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Figure 12 - Overview of the use cases on the "Use Cases" page 

 

The pages for the individual use case – for an example see Figure 13 – discuss the goals, the network 

and functional architecture, and the implementation plan among others. As the implementation of the 

use cases progresses, the corresponding pages are updated with the adapted architectures, network 

and implementation plans. 
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Figure 13 - A subsection of the "HSM Backup using QKD" Use Case page. 

2.4. Results 
The final section of the page is dedicated to the results of the project that are achieved during the 

project runtime. As such, it provides all public deliverables, details on scientific and non-scientific 

publications in relation to the project and other publicly disclosable results. 

2.4.1. Deliverables 
The “Deliverables” page (c.f. Figure 14) provides a list of all public deliverables as well as download 

links once they are ready. During the project runtime, all public deliverables will be made available as 

they are accepted by European Commission and the expert reviewers. Whenever a public deliverable 

is posted on the website, a corresponding news entry will announce its availability to a wider audience. 
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Figure 14 - "Deliverables" subpage with the list of public deliverables. Download links will be added once the deliverables 
have been accepted. 

2.4.2. Publications 
The “Publications” page serves as collection of all scientific publications in conference proceedings and 

journals. As such it will provide a list of all publications with a link to page providing detailed 

information on the publication. Furthermore, a link to both the original publication and an open access 

version of the publication (if the original publication is not available as open access) are provided. 

 

Figure 15 - List of publications with their title, authors, key words, and links to the publisher's version of the publication and 
an open access link (if the publisher’s version is not open access). 
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2.4.3. Individual results 
Finally, individual results that are achieved by the project and may be of independent interest for the 

wider public are presented on a separate page. With this approach the results can be presented with 

varying levels of technical details that are deemed appropriate for the target audience. For results that 

are, for example, relevant for the cyber security community, a different style of presentation will be 

used than for results targeted at decisions makers. 

 

Figure 16 - Subsection of the subpage on "FAEST" which targets cryptographic experts. 

2.5. Contact  
The website visitor has the possibility to contact the project coordinator AIT Austrian Institute of 

Technology via a contact form. Technically, each inquiry created using the form provided on this page 

will be sent to the mail address qci-cat.admin@list.ait.ac.at which is managed by the project 

coordinator. The form (c.f. Figure 17) consists of a field to enter a name, an e-mail address, optional 

the associated organization, and a short message. Additionally, the address of the project coordinator 

and the administrative e-mail address of the project is shown.  

mailto:qci-cat.admin@list.ait.ac.at


QCI-CAT / QCI: Proof of Concept – Secure Connectivity Austria 

MERGEFORMQCI-CAT Web page 

Project number: 101091642 D10.1 18 /22 

 

Figure 17 - Contact Page 

2.6. Privacy 
As potentially personally identifiable information is processed via the contact form, legal compliance 

requires the visitor to be informed about information on the data processing and the user’s rights. A 

dedicated subpage – “Privacy” – provides this information and is linked from the footer of the website. 

It contains information about the website’s host (the project coordinator AIT Austrian Institute of 

Technology), its contact information such as an email address, a telephone number and a mail address. 

Furthermore, it declares the legal basis for the processing and storage period of personal data. It also 

provides the necessary disclaimers of the linked social media accounts.  

3. Technical Implementation 
From technical perspective, the website is hosted using the WordPress2 content management system (CMS) 

version 6.5.3 and is built using the Elementor Pro3 plugin. This plugin offers a “what you see is what you 

get” (WYSIWYG) no-code development experience with a drag-and-drop interface to create custom 

layouts and functionality. The WordPress instance is hosted on a webserver running Ubuntu4 20.04 LTS 

Focal Fossa with Apache server version 2.4.415. The webserver hosting the website enforces secure 

 
2 https://wordpress.com 
3 https://elementor.com/academy/getting-started-pro/  
4 https://releases.ubuntu.com/focal/ 
5 https://httpd.apache.org/ 

https://wordpress.com/
https://elementor.com/academy/getting-started-pro/
https://releases.ubuntu.com/focal/
https://httpd.apache.org/
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communication via the Transport Layer Security (TLS) protocol version 1.26 or newer whereas the 

certificates are obtained via Let’s Encrypt7.  

 

Figure 18 - Report on the TLS connection offered by the webserver from Qualsys' SSL Labs. 

To follow best practices, security updates are installed and applied by the IT department from AIT 

Austrian Institute of Technology. These updates are applied for all software components involved in 

serving the website - from the webserver software to WordPress and its plugins. 

Finally, to monitor the reach of the website, user statistics are collected using AWStats8 (c.f. Figure 19). 

The web analytics software is hosted locally at AIT to avoid the usage of cloud-based trackers and to 

limit the sharing of personal data with third parties.  

 

 
6 https://www.rfc-editor.org/rfc/rfc5246 
7 https://letsencrypt.org/ 
8 https://awstats.org 

https://www.rfc-editor.org/rfc/rfc5246
https://letsencrypt.org/
https://awstats.org/


QCI-CAT / QCI: Proof of Concept – Secure Connectivity Austria 

MERGEFORMQCI-CAT Web page 

Project number: 101091642 D10.1 20 /22 

 

Figure 19 - Monthly visitor statistics for qci-cat.at in 2023. 

Summary  
The QCI-CAT website is one of the main communication channels of the project with the potential to 

reach the general public, stakeholders, decision makers, academia, and many more. Hence the website 

is aimed to provide an overview of the goals and use cases of the project on a visually appealing and 

easily navigate-able website. Beyond the goals of the project, visitors are also informed on project 

results including publications and are provided with download links to the public deliverables of the 

document. With the possibility to also inform about all project related activities, the website fulfils its 

purpose in line with the dissemination and communication plan [1]. 
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Appendix A - List of Acronyms 
 

• CMS: Content Management System 

• LTS: Long term support 

• QCI: Quantum Communication Infrastructure 

• QCI-CAT: QCI: Proof of Concept – Secure Connectivity Austria 

• TLS: Transport Layer Security 

• WYSIWYG: what you see is what you get 
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